E1512

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
recognizing Dr. Norma Bagnall. In nearly three
decades in northwest Missouri, Norma has
come to be one of the most outstanding mem-
bers of our community. | am honored to rep-
resent her in the United States Congress.

—————
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Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
call attention to a worthy organization, one
committed to special children and their fami-
lies. The Moses and Aaron Foundation’s sig-
nificant and enduring efforts under the direc-
tion of the president, Rabbi Yaacov Kaploun,
and executive vice president, Yehuda
Kaploun, deserve the highest praise, as do the
philanthropists who have given of themselves
to fulfill its mission.

The Moses and Aaron Foundation Special
Fund for Children is an all volunteer organiza-
tion and is dedicated to assisting children with
disabilities and their families with a wide range
of programs including social, physical, and fi-
nancial, as well as counseling and guidance.

It also provides scholarship funding to edu-
cational institutions, collects, purchases, and
distributes clothing for children in need and re-
members them with presents at holiday time
or when hospitalized.

In cooperation with Bally Total Fitness Cen-
ters, the Moses and Aaron Foundation has
been able to establish physical fitness and
therapy centers. The foundation has arranged
for sound and musical equipment in other in-
stitutions as well to help improve the condi-
tions of disabled children.

On Saturday night, August 5, 2006, at the
Sullivan County Community College in Loch
Sheldrake, NY, the Moses and Aaron Founda-
tion will sponsor its 10th Summer “Chazak—
Strength” concert honoring and paying tribute
to special and outstanding children. This con-
cert is presented under the honorary chair-
manship of Nobel Laureate Elie Wiesel and is
produced by STB Jewish Music Productions.
The guests of honor will be the special and
outstanding children, many of whom will per-
form with the entertainers on stage. More than
40 organizations and schools serving the
needs of physically and mentally disabled chil-
dren will be represented at this event.

The Chazak Concert and the Moses and
Aaron Foundation’s other programs dem-
onstrate the caring and compassionate con-
cern for the quality and dignity of life of others
and merit the appreciation of all those who
have benefited from its services.

The Moses and Aaron Foundation was
founded in memory of Rabbi Dr. Maurice I.
Hecht and Aaron Kaploun, both of whom led
lives of exemplary community service. It is in
this sentiment of communal dedication that the
Moses and Aaron Foundation has devoted
itself to serving the needs of a unique group
in the community.

| urge my colleagues to join me in honoring
the Moses and Aaron Foundation, an organi-
zation which exemplifies the generosity of spir-
it in American society.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
tribute and recognition of the Virginia Marti
College of Art and Design as they celebrate
40 years of devotion to artistic exploration and
advanced academics.

Located in the cultural hub of Lakewood,
Ohio, the Virginia Marti College was founded
in 1966 by visionary Virginia Marti Veith to
stimulate innovation in the field of art and de-
sign. The culturally diverse campus engages
students on an individual level to develop their
unique talents and creativity, making Virginia
Marti an inspirational learning environment.
For 40 years students from around the world
have met the rigorous academic challenges of
Virginia Marti College with determined passion
and graduated on to successful careers, cre-
ating vibrant ripples throughout the fashion
world.

In the early 1990s, inspired by a trip she
made with her husband Herb to Africa, Vir-
ginia Veith founded Mission to the Fatherless,
a nonprofit operating in Kenya to provide or-
phaned children with food, healthcare, edu-
cation, and a loving home. The organization is
supported by proceeds from Virginia Marti De-
signer Fabrics store, located on the college
campus. Due to the devastation of diseases
like HIV/AIDS, more than a million children are
orphaned in Kenya alone, a number that
grows from day to day. Mission to the Father-
less is dedicated not only to providing children
with basic needs but nourishing their spiritual
and moral development to inspire principled
civic engagement. All of the proceeds from
Virginia Marti College’s 40th anniversary
black-tie celebration will go directly to Mission
to the Fatherless, with the hopes of building a
third orphanage in Kenya.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honor and recognition of the Virginia Marti
College of Art and Design as it celebrates 40
years of excellence in design with a noble
fundraiser for Mission to the Fatherless, res-
cuing children from a life of poverty, starva-
tion, and violence.

————
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Mr. HAYES. Madam Speaker, today | rise in
strong support of H.R. 5534, the E85 Kick-
Start Bill. | am a proud co-sponsor of this bill
and | applaud my good friend and colleague,
Congressman MIKE ROGERS, for bringing this
bill to the floor and helping the U.S. in the fight
for energy independence.

High energy prices are a significant threat to
our long-term economic well-being and we
need to aggressively pursue a goal of energy
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independence for our Nation. This independ-
ence can only be achieved through greater
domestic production of energy conservation
and the use of alternative energy sources. Un-
fortunately, there are no quick fixes to the en-
ergy crisis that is before our country. It will
take years to build new refineries and mass
transit systems. But right now, there are 6 mil-
lion vehicles on the road that can use E85, an
alternative blend of fuel using 85 percent eth-
anol and 15 percent gasoline. What we are
missing is a distribution network to make this
gasoline alternative feasible and this legisla-
tion seeks to double that network, which is
critical to expanding the use of alternative
fuels.

Earlier in the year, | introduced the E85 In-
vestment Act, which would increase the tax
credit from 30 percent to 75 percent, up to
$30,000, for E85 tanks and pumps.

This legislation embraces the goal of in-
creasing alternative fuel infrastructure. Specifi-
cally, this bill creates a federal “Fuel Economy
Fund” by diverting the corporate average fuel
efficiency (CAFE) penalties currently paid by
automakers from the general treasury to the
“Fuel Economy Fund.” The legislation also
calls for up to a $30,000 grant to station own-
ers who invest in alternative fuel pumps and
fuel stations, including E85 infrastructure.

| want to thank MIKE ROGERS for being a
leader in this effort to help bring energy inde-
pendence to our Nation. This legislation will
help our Nation truly invest in alternative fuels
and give consumers a choice when they go to
the pump. | look forward to continuing to work
with you to identify other ways we can help
strengthen our Nation’s economy.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
vote in favor of the underlying bill.

——————
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Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Cutler Dawson, a con-
stituent of mine, on his recent election to the
Board of Directors of the National Association
of Federal Credit Unions (NAFCU). Mr. Daw-
son is the president and CEO of Navy Federal
Credit Union, located in Merrifield, Virginia.

Mr. Dawson only recently took over at Navy
Federal Credit Union after a 35-year career in
the Navy, retiring as Vice Admiral. Mr. Daw-
son held numerous commands, including serv-
ice as Deputy Chief of Naval Operations and
Chief of Legislative Affairs. While on active
duty, Mr. Dawson also served as a Navy Fed-
eral volunteer official on the Supervisory and
Credit Committees, and as a board director.
Mr. Dawson has been very active since taking
over at Navy Federal Credit Union, testifying
before Congress twice and joining the Board
of the Consumer Federation of America.

Mr. Dawson and Navy Federal Credit Union
are working hard to ensure that the Nation’s
sailors have access to high quality, low cost fi-
nancial services wherever they may be de-
ployed. Such service is the hallmark of the
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